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Ten Dollay Froit

Gentlemen:

The Siate of Ohio has gensrally pmmbzm gamﬁimg and the gse
parsamt to B C 2915, er, seg, “Scheme of chance®, *g&m af ﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁ’i &ﬁﬂ "-’ Enhiie
«ﬁmm are defmed 2t R € 2015 AWCHD) and i}i} respectively. Theuse of schemes of
<hanee, games of chance and gambling devicss for fhe purpose of maling ?fﬁm are
gen _fa}Ey prohibited by Obio law,!

Slot mmachine is defined at RO 2901y %’} fﬁﬁd means * aﬁ;}* mechanical, elechonic,
video or digital devies that is capable of sccenting anytid: g of value, direotly or
indirectly, from or on bebalf of & plager who gives ﬂa@ thing of value in the hope of gain®,
The legislature recently removed the language ‘ﬁw outcome of which is Iargeﬁy or wholly
by chance® from the stantte, It f also defined ag* “any mechanical, elec -m% vides or
digital device that is capable of accepting enything of value, directly or indiree

or oy bebalf ol a pﬁa}?mta conduct or ézspfﬁwa bingo or 2 scheme or game ﬂ:af E}L&ﬂ@ﬁ“

However, the definition of slot imackine s specifically excludes skill based smusement
mackine, 2o therefore & roachine moest be ons o7 EE?E other,

: E ' ;J.ﬁiﬁ" &Aﬂjﬂ} 32&43w£ g&m:g of chanee @ b played by charfieble arpandraions o fentivals with
terbin, other pestricrions,



ot tan ten dollars, Wholesale value i not defined in the lepisletion and obvinushy
wien products ere ragefictired agd go through two or these suppliers andfor dismibuees
there could be an losus of what wholesale velue means, (ARAN S, (b) and (el are el
aimed at the gwarding of merchapdise prizas For any single play of & mashine, sithough it
appiears that multiple redesmable vouchers can be redesmed at one tme, Sevton
LASANT requires that the vouchers o prizes be distributed at the site of the 53 bagad
arrussisnt meching,

{AAANE) spain realfions that cash cannot be e prize. T also probibits games whers (4
the skility of the player is Impacted by the satlo of prior wins to prior losses of players
playing the pama, {b) the rewssd of the veucher is swarded not based salely on the player
achieving the elject of the game, (c) the owteoms of the rams oy valus of the prize can be
controlled by o source other than the player, (8} the sucoess of the player s or may be
determined by 2 chunee event thal canaet be slterad by the plaver's actions, {23 the shilisy
of the plaver to suevesd at the prme 1o determin of by hidden game Batores and () the
ability-of the player i sncessd af the parme iy Impcted by the exereier of 2 skill that mo
reascmable plever could axersies,

The legistation created o new definitlons, merchandise prize and redeemable veuchss, -
Merchundis prizes can be any fem of valus cxrept cagh, gift cords, or cosh equivalent,
plays on games of thance, state lotisry fickets, biage or instant hingo, Brearms, tohaoy
or aleoholie bevernpen. Redecmable voucher is defred at B O 261500 0000) and mneans
amy Heket, loken, coopon, reesipt, or other fow cash repressatation of value,

The fvos cash, @it serds oy any squivelent thereaf are listed In {BBB)1) us prizes that
camnot b awarded G card is not defiped in the Iepistation so we have fo Took st the
commen inesntag and use of giff cands to provide u definion. This sevtion woald seem
1o ban debit cards, credit cards, gifh centificates, ste. whirsin the person could buy
undeclared mershendise of just retwen the card st recelve cash back, However (BBBY
and (COCY do not seem 10 han a voucher for tangibile tems such 85 2 ound of golffifigis
usider ben dullars), thres rallons of gas ot & particeder pas station, 2 half zatlon of ice
erian g e loca] ioe erenm store or a st st the nefohborhood barbershop. As long
a5 the voucher provides o merchandise prive with o whilesale value of ten dolars or less
and the prize tannot be redeensed for cagh 1 beliisve it Is mot probibited by (AAA), (BEB)
ar {COCY. Tt is my woderstonding that the game Ten Doller Frult only awsrds venghers
for tem dollus or bess, E

Several other definitions sre neefid in this apalyals, Bclemeof shance is defined gt B C
291 5.0UC} which “means & slot machins, lofiery, muybers game, paol condusted for
profit, or other scherme in which o perticlpant gives a valusble considenstion for & cham
i 1wit & prize, but doss pot fncluds bingn, skill based smsenent machine or poo) not
condueted for profie”. B C 2915.01(D) defines gams of chasce a5 “poker, craps, toulote
of other pame in which & player gives anvthing of value in the ops of gatn, the culzoie
afwhish {5 determined Jarpely by chance and dess not inchuds binge”. Finally, &
grinbiing devies s definsd gt B O ZUL500(F) inchades ¢ desk of casds, dice, paning

b



table, roulete wheel, slat rachine o cther apparatus destgned for use in connection with
& g of Eéﬂang@m

By reviewing alt of these statutes it s evident thar & skif] buged ammsement maching is g
game the outcome of which can only be cantrolied by the player, playing the geme, jsa
garme in which 3 ressonnble plaver could succesd, and is 8 game which neither the
madhing nor an outside sowrne can control the success of a plaver,

Tae deflsition of slot machine miﬁmﬁl} wxoludes a dlel] based emyusciment machine.
Therefire, it is ;m_mmlhla For o reachin to be both & skill based ampserment machine
and & slat meching, A maching by definition must sither be o slot machine and therefors
z.,’aiﬁfal of = skill based smusement maching which is legal to operate, T the stanory

zquirerments Hsted sbove for & &} based amusement machine are el then the machine
i extcluded form the statetory definitlon of ot m&t&m; scheme of chance, and
gmbling devize,

Adih) becwne effeative f Cotober, 2007, As of the
ot judicial review of the pew ﬂcﬁmm orof any
skill based amusement machines, The disenssion of that case follows i the fext ,
g:rmg@ph hio does not have & governemenial ageney where the machines can be taken
for review m be oensed or approved g2 s shill baved amusement machine. The § tsmse of
whether the maching is bogal or Hlegel fs g guestion of Fact fhet myust be determined on 3
cuse by e or machine by mechine basis, To deternsine whether the aperation of the
geme ba legal iy g fgﬂmmﬁ of faut thst will uldeately be decided by & jodge of # Juiry.

The guttent verston of & ¢ Egif‘f
diate of this lether I om avvare ﬁf

'_:u, {”:ﬁum:g ﬂam Pl%‘ﬂa ﬁmﬁ 33@5& Ehm; the

O F i skl based am f'%-'ﬁ m?mﬂgasﬁm&m%"ﬁ”m
mm%ﬁnéis& pm&g wr&é&e@m@ Voughers whose velus does not exossd ten dollars fora
sﬁngiz play™. 1} ﬁﬁ‘é'ﬁ fﬂ‘%ﬁ f-: i aperation ﬁ{ ia game Version L0 end ¥ contains s -

andy prayed witter, Lhe cout therelire bes seemingly authorized the use of the mahine

&mf @t}m Q,rkw it mmh &5 1:::1 Ei?ﬁghr ?mt s lmg: s they follow B CZPIS0TALA), :

%kmﬁssfy W ﬂﬂ nat fmover winat the oot Trered o for thiz decision. mﬁa bove not
been sy interpretations on the satutory language of R 2915, Cl{AAAY singe ifs
medification in ﬂl}iﬁtﬁm 2007, The sﬁm “gward™ s used several times in Sections
2913 DU AALNIN Y smd (B, (2ie) s amri e}, The term “award” mey be copsidercd the
vaucher digiributed by the maching such 29 Ten Dollar Frait, 1 the covrt msed the same
mﬁmpmmrsm then that condd be why the cowt found the game to be lepal. The declzlng
- of'this court is on appeal so bopefully we tan have more useful information wheg the
apneliste decizion iz fsned,

have disousssd with you my belief that severa] setions of It € 2015.01 and 06 are
uncenstinmtionsl, | belisve there will be challanges o the satute which may Ervalidate
parts of the 56w jaw espeially B C 291506, The statuts wus paatly writien which may

L



lead to sections being found 3o be vemue oF overbrosd. Biweever T 86 not believe the
fegishanurs will revlst this gentbon fds v Bar.

CONCLIISTON

- The anslysis shave is my opinion only. Usfortinately as of the dave of this opinion theee
has beat only one Seclsion fram the cotets or sdministrative agencles op this or any ather
skill besed amusernent meching vnder the ¢ recently adopted statute, Obio doss net have

an gency which will seview the legahty of these machines pﬁﬂr o thedr e, mmmzﬁy _
Y ﬁpmm is pot binding PO dy s frative agencies or mu&sts.gaﬂm agenohes.
Pleage understend thiat the opinion is based wpon the accuracy and ruthfulness of the
Information provided to e, Tt i posiible tha éﬁﬁpﬂt the legal c&m@ism& of seriaiy
maickines they may be wed in some legsl capaclty.” As with all new sintutes thees are
. always mmm Lasks whm?z will determine htw the Jaw is interproted which may

g of cusvently wndefined vwords,

kenhotic bevemsaer belge awundsd =2 prinee, pre Liguar Dontol Sonmnizsion
Bt il 4308 13, O b weoliibit e pevmens of cash prives.
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